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VARIOUS  opinions  have  teen  entei'tained  of 
the  ftate  of  the  pelvis  at  the  time  of  parturi- 
tion. According  to  feme  writers,  the  con- 
jieftion  of  the  bones  with  each  other  becomes  lefs 
firm,  when  women  arrive  at  an  advanced  period  of 
utero-geftation,  and  there  is  an  actual  feparation  at 
the  time  of  labour,  if  the  neceffities  of  the  cafe  re- 
quire it;  the  confequent  enlargement  of  the  capa- 
city of  the  ptlvisy  being  the  final  caufe  affigned  for 
fuch  feparation.  Other  writers  have  afferted,  that 
the  connexion  of  the  bones  was  too  firm  to  permit 
a  total  feparation,  or  any  tendency  to  it;  and  that 
whenever  either  of  them  took  place,  it  ought  always 
to  be  cfteemed  a  difcafe.  But  it  will  be  hard  to  ex- 
plain the  complaints  which  are  often  made,  many 
weclcs  before  the  time  of  labour,  and  after  delivery,  if 
we  do  not  fuppofe  that  the  difpofition  to  feparatc  is  a 
very  frequent,  if  not  a  general  occurrence.  Iri  the  fol- 
lowing cafes  there  was  an  actual  feparation  produced 
by  very  different  caufcs.  In  the  firft  it  appears,  that 
the  bones  were  feparated  by  the  violence  with  which 
the  head  of  the  child  was  propelled  through  the pifvis. 
In  the  fccond,  there  was  a  fpontaneous  feparation  of 
the  bones  previous  to  labour,  and  very  unhappily  for 
tbe  patientj  they  have  not  united  again. 
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CASE  I. 


llyTANY  years  ago  I  was  engaged  to  attend  a  ladjr 
•^^^  in  the  City,  who  was  pregnant  of  her  firft  child. 
She  was  of  a  delicate  but  healthy  cohftitution,  and 
pafled  thfouglf  the  term  of  pregnancy  without  any 
particular  complaint.  I  was  called  when  her  labour 
came  on  and  found  that  it  had  proceeded  with  great 
rapidity  5  the  os  uteri  being  dilated,  the  membranes 
broken  and  the  head  of  the  child  defcended  into 
the  lower  part  of  the  pelvis^  before  my  arrival  at  her 
houfe. 

She  was  immediately  put  to  bed,  and  the  pains 
continuing  very  ftrong,  the  head  of  the  child  was 
foon  prcfled  upon  the  perinisum  the  laceration  of 
which  I  endeavoured  to  prevent  by  fupporting  it  in 
the  ufual  Way.  But  the  head  was  forced  through 
the  external  parts,  in  oppofition  to  the  refiftance 
which  I  was  able  to  make. 

At  the  inftant  when  the  head  of  the  child  was  ex- 
pelled^ 1  perceived  that  fomething  cracked  or  jarred 
under  my  hand,  and  was  even  fenfible  of  a  noifc. 
I  concluded  that  the  perimeum  was  lacerated  by  the 
fudden  expulfion  of  the  head. 

My  patient  not  feeling  the  eafc  which  commonly 
follows  the  birth  of  the  child,  1  prefumed  that  the 
placenta  Was  feparatcd,  and  on  examination  finding 
it  in  the  vagina,  I  brofjght  it  away  without  hurry  or 
violence.  She  afterwards  complained  of  much  un- 
cafinefs  in  the  lower  part  of  the  abdotnetty  which  be- 
ing attributed  to  a  coagulum  of  blood  formed  in 
the  cavity  of  the  uterus,  1  was  not  follicitous  about 
it.  Having  therefore  prefcribed  an  opiate,  I  took 
my  leave. 

On  the  two  following  days  fhe  complained  of 
more  than  ufual  pain  in  the  fame  part  which  was 
not  well  defined.    Nor  was  a  minute  enquiry  made 
concerning  it,  being  thought  what  is  called  after- 
pain  ^ 
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pi'in  ;  for  there  was  no  fymptom  of  fever  and  the 
milk  was  properly  fecreted.  Tl^e  opiate  was  direft- 
ed  to  be  taken  more  frequently,  and  I  had  no  doubt 
but  flie  would  be  well  in  a  few  days. 

On  the  fourth  day  after  her  delivery  fhe  was  taken 
out  of  bed,  but  was  unable  to  ftand  or  fit  in  a  chair, 
on  account  of  weaknefs  and  pain  in  the  part  where 
fhe  firft  complained  and  which,  on  more  particular 
enquiry,  I  found  to  be  at  the  fymphy/is  oi  the  pules. 

In  this  manner  fhe  continued  for  near  three  weeks, 
pcrfeftly  well  in  her  health  and  entirely  eafy  when 
in  bed,  unlefs  (lie  attempted  to  turn  to  either  fide. 
When  removed  from  her  bed,  fhe  could  not  ftand 
or  make  an  effort  to  walk,  but  could  fit  for  a  few 
minutes  reffing  her  elbows  upon  the  arms  of  the 
chair.  The  pain  foon  coming  on,  fhe  was  obliged 
to  return  immediately  to  her  bed. 

At  the  end  of  that  time,  though  there  was  no  ap- 
pearance of  danger,  her  friends  were  uneafy  at  the 
iEontinuance  of  a  complaint  fo  unufual,  and  wifhing 
for  a  confultation  of  which  1  was  alfo  very  de- 
firous,  a  geiitleman  of  great  ability  and  experience 
in  th.e  pra£liee  of  midwifery  was  called  in. 

The  internal  parts  concerned  in  parturition  were 
wholly  free  from  difeafe,  the  perimeum  was  not  la- 
cerated, nor  was  there  the  Icafi:  appearance  of  in- 
jury in  any  of  the  external  parts. 

1  had  never  been  able  to  form  any  fatisfa<3;ory 
opinion  of  the  caufe  of  my  patient's  complaints, 
but  when  1  had  related  all  the  circumflances  of  the 
cafe  from  the  time  of  her  labour,  the  gentleman  who 
was  in  confultation  faid  that  there  v/as  a  f  paration 
of  the  fymphyjis  thz  pubes  ;  and  mentioned  two  or 
three  inftances  of  the  fame  kind  for  which  he  had 
been  confultcd. 

Though  from  the  v/ant  of  experience  I  had  not 
been  able  to  explain  the  cafe,  1  had  kept  a  regifler 
of  the  appearances  and  the  moment  this  opinion 
was  mentioned,  I  was  fully  convisiced  of  its  truth. 

It  was  great  encouragement  to  the  patient  to  be 
told,  that  the  accident  which  had  befallen  her  was 
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not  owing  to  negle£t  or  mifmanagement,  and  that 
in  all  probability  (he  would  recover  the  power  of 
walking,  fo  that  (he  bore  the  confinement  and  pre- 
fent  inconveniences  with  compofure.  Yet  the 
knowledge  of  the  cafe  was  ufeful  rather  by  teaching 
us  how  to  avoid  doing  mifchief  than  to  render  her 
any  cflential  fervice.  She  was  cautioned  not  to 
exert  herfelf  fo  as  to  give  pain,  yet  ftie  was  advifed 
to  make  fome  efforts ;  and  there  being  no  appear^ 
ance  of  difeafe,  flie  was  often  urged  by  her  friends 
to  fit  in  her  chair,  or  to  attempt  to  ftand  or  to  walk, 
and  fhe  readily  complied  with  their  rcqueft. 

Her  fituation  was  very  remarkable. 

When  (he  endeavoured  to  ftand  upright,  which 
fhe  could  do  better  on  one  foot  than  both,  together 
with  the  pain  at  the  fymphyfis  of  the  pubes,  (he  had 
a  fenfe  of  weakncfs  at  the  part  accompanied  with 
faintnefs.  When  £he  firft  fat  down,  fhe  did  it  with 
tolerable  eafe,  refting  her  elbows  upon  the  arms  of 
the  chair.  When  flie  had  remained  fome  time  in 
this  pofition,  the  pain  and  fenfe  of  weaknefs  becom- 
ing troublefome,  (he  fupported  herfelf  by  refting 
her  hands  upon  her  knees  and  prefently  bent  for- 
wards fo  us  to  lean  her  elbows  upon  her  knees. 
This  pofition  becoming  irkfome,  /he  was  obliged 
to  return  to  her  bed,  where  flie  was  immediately  eafy. 

When  flie  attempted  to  walk,  flie  was  obliged  to 
bend  forward  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  reft  her  bauds 
upon  her  knees,  and  in  that  attitude  fhe  made  a 
ftreight  line  from  her  flioulders  to  her  feet. 

She  had  feveral  times  been  lifted  into  a  coach  for 
the  benefit  of  air  and  exercife.  With  fome  contri- 
vance flie  was  capable  of  refting  in  it,  in  an  ho- 
rizontal pofition  with  her  knees  drawn  up.  In  the 
fourteenth  week  after  her  delivery,  flie  was  pcr- 
fuaded  to  drink  tea  with  one  of  her  friends  who  lived 
at  the  diftance  of  about  three  miles  from  her.  While 
flie  was  in  the  coach  flie  had  a  difcharge,  which 
flie  thought  to  be  mcnftruous.  This  inltantly  af- 
forded her  great  relief ;  flic  continued  to  mend  daily 
and  in  about  iix.  v»'ceks  was  peifcdtly  recovered. 
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She  had  afterwards  three  children,  with  all  which 
I  attended  her.  She  had  eafy  labours,  and  neither 
before  nor  after  delivery  had  any  complaints  like 
that  I  have  defcribed. 

The  difcharge  which  preceded  her  recovery  was 
fuppofed  to  be  the  ufual  periodical  difcharge;  but 
as  it  had  entirely  ceafed  before  her  return,  and  as  it 
gave  relief  to  a  part  not  immediately  afFedled  by 
menftruation,  it  is  more  reafonable  to  think  it 
was  a  difcharge  from  the  fymphyjis  of  the  pubes. 
Whether  it  was  fincere  blood,  or  purulent  matter 
mixed  with  blood,  it  might  there  aft  as  an  extra- 
neous body  and  prevent  the  re-union  of  the  bones*. 
But  if  it  fhould  be  obferved  in  limilar  cafes  that  a 
difcharge  precedes  the  re-unlon,  it  may  be  proper 
to  coniider  whether  we  cannot,  by  a  flight  opera- 
tion procure  fuch  difcharge  more  fpeedily  and  ac- 
celerate the  recovery. 

It  cannot  efcape  obfervation,  that  this  patient 
inftindlively  difcorered  and  praftifed  in  the  varie- 
ties of  her  pofition,  the  moft  efFeftual  way  of  re- 
lieving the  injured  part,  as  if  fhe  had  known  her 
complaint  and  underftood  the  manner  in  which  the 
weight  of  the  fuperincumbent  body  is  fupported. 


•  The  re-union  of  the  boacs  may  take  placc^  by  a  re- 
ftoration  of  the  original  mode,  by  a  callus  as  in  a  frac- 
tured bone,  or  by  anchylejis.  Mr.  Cline,  Ledlurer  ia 
Anatomy  at  St.  Thomas's  Hofpital,  was  fo  obliging  as  to 
fhew  mc  a  preparation  in  which  there  was  a  feparation  of 
of  the  Jymfhyjis  of  the  pubes  to  the  extent  of  three  quarters 
of  an  inch.  In  this  it  appears  that,  fubfequent  to  the  fe- 
paration, a  large  portioa  of  cartilage  had  been  formed  at 
the  extremity  of  each  bone,  a  cavity  remaining  in  which 
there  was  fyno'via  as  in  a  true  joint.  There  is  alfo  in  the 
fame  fubjeft  an  appearance  of  a  joint  between  the  ojfa  in- 
nominata  and  J'acruin.  Mr.  Cline  does  not  know  the  hiftory 
of  the  cafe,  the  body  having  been  brought  promifcuoufly 
to  the  Theatre,  but  it  fcemed  as  if  the  perfon  had  died 
foon  after  delivery. 
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TVyT  A.  of  a  healthy  conftitution  and  lively  difpo- 
fition,  who  was  married  in  the  twenty- firft 
year  of  her  age,  was  delivered  of  a  very  fine  child 
in  the  following  year  1772.  She  fuckled  this  child 
feven  months,  foon  after  was  pregnant  and  wa^ 
delivered  of  her  fecond  child  in  the  following  year. 
She  fuckled  this  child  alfo  and  weaned  it  at  the 
end  of  fix  months,  and"  became  again  pregnant.  In 
December  1774  fhe  was  delivered  of  her  third  child 
which  was  of  an  unufually  large  fize,  after  a  diffi- 
cult and  very  tirefome  labour.  During  the  time  of 
her  pregnancy  fhe  had  many  complaints  arifing  from 
uterine  irritation,  and  for  feveral  weeks  was  ren- 
<}ered  unable  to  walk  without  fupport,  by  pain  or 
weakncfs  in  her  loins.  Her  recovery  was  favour- 
able and  uninterrupted,  except  that  for  near  fix 
weeks  aftef  her  delivery,  fhe  was  unable  to  fland 
upright  or  to  put  one  foot  before  the  other.  Th6 
attempt  to  do  either  occafioned  great  pain  in  the 
back,  and  was  attended  v.'ith  a  fciife  of  loofcnefs  or 
jarring  at  the  part  where  the  ojfa  innominatcr  are 
joined  to  the  facrum.  It  was  at  that  time  fufpedted, 
from  the  reprefentation  of  her  complaints  and  by  the 
manner  in  which  fhe  moved,  that  the  connexion  of 
the  bones  of  the  ^if/?;/^  was  weakened.  By  the  ufe 
of  the  bark  and  fuch  other  means  as  contributed  to 
ftrengthen  her  conflitution,  flie  was  foon  able  to' 
walk  fupported  with  a  cane,  and  at  the  expiration 
of  fcur  months  was  in  perfedl  health. 

The  difpofition  to  feparation  in  the  bones  of  the 
pelvis  was  attributed  to  too  frequent  parturition, 
and  all  the_  conftquences  of  this  feparation  being 
forcfeen,  fhe  was  advifed  to  fuckle  her  child  a  lon- 
ger time,  and  fhe  a'ccordingly  continued  a  nurfe  for 
pfteen  months. 
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Very  foon  after  fhe  had  weaned  her  child  dye 
pgain  conceived  ;  and  her  attention  being  wholly 
engaged  to  her  children  on  account  of  their  ill 
health,  fhe  ncgledled  herfelf.  She  ufed  very  little 
exercife,  and  omitted  the  cold  bath  which  had 
been  recommended.  When  the  time  of  her  con- 
finement drew  near,  Hie  complained  very  much  of 
the  pain  and  wealcnefs  in  her  back  and  at  the  Jym- 
fhyjis  of  the  pubeSy  and  for  three  weeks  previous  to 
her  delivery  fhe  was  unable  to  ftand  or  walk  with- 
out afliftance,  there  being  reafon  to  think  all  that 
time  that  the  bones  of  the  pelvis  were  fcparating. 

Her  labour  was  tedious  and  fevere,  but  July  7th, 
J777,  fhe  was  fafely  delivered  of  her  fourth  child 
which  was  alfo  of  a  very  large  fize.  At  the  time  of 
her  labour  fhe  had  a  violent  fhivering  fit,  frequent 
faintings,  and  other  marks  of  extreme  irritability 
and  difturbancc. 

On  the  fourth  day  after  her  delivery  fhe  was  fcized 
with  a  fever,  which  terminated  in  an  inflammation, 
and  abfcefs  in  one  of  her  breafls.  By  thele,  which 
were  very  painful  and  diftreffing,  fhe  was  confined 
to  her  bed  for  feven  weeks,  and  during  that  time 
the  complaints  arifmg  from  the  bones  of  the  pdvis 
were  disregarded  or  had  little  attention  paid  to 
them.  Yet  there  was  no  doubt  of  the  reparation, 
becaufe  fhe  was  fenfible  of  the  grating  of  the  bones 
againft  each  other  when  fhe  had  occalion  to  move 
or  turn  in  her  be;]. 

When  fhe  was  firfl  taken  from  her  bed  fhe  was 
able  to  fit'in  her  chair,  though  fhe  could  not  Itand 
without  help.  At  the  end  of  nine  weeks  fhe  could 
walk  with  dutches,  bhe  was  then  fcnt  into  the 
country,  from  which  fh^  received  much  beneHt,  as 
Ihe  believed  fhe  likevviie  did,  by  drinking  half  a  pint 
of  a  ftroMg  infufion  of  malt  twice  every  day.  She 
recovered  ner  health  and  Itrengih  gradually,  and  in 
about  five  months  after  her  delivery  fhe  could  walk 
Wiihout  aoventitious  help,  though  ihc  was  loirie- 
timcs  fci.fihle  of  the  motion  of  ihc  bones,  wliich^ 
Jt  JS  probable,  were  not  perfcdtly  united. 
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Aliniit  Chriflmas  Ihe  was  again  with  child  and 
<!uripg  hiT  pregnancy  was  very  attentive  to  her 
healtn,  which  was  better  than  it  had  been  for  feve- 
ral  year'.  Kut  about  the  middle  of  July,  being 
indifpofed  to  move,  as  fhc  imagined,  by  the  fudden 
and  uncommon  heat  of  the  weather,  the  pain  and 
weakncfs  in  her  b^ck  returned  and  fhe  could  not 
walk  without  affiltance  from  that  time  to  the  time 
of  her  labour,  October  nth,  1778.  On  the  13th 
fhe  wis  delivered  of  a  very  fine  child.  Her  labour, 
which  was  fcvere,  was  rendered  infinitely  more 
fatiguing  by  her  inability  to  move,  all  power  of 
fupporting  herfelf  being  loft,  and  every  nccelTary 
change  of  pofition  being  made  by  her  afliftants.  A 
very  troublefome  cough  which  flie  had  at  the  latter 
part  of  her  pregnancy,  was  inccflant  at  the  time  of 
her  labour,  accompanied  with  reachings  and  faint- 
ings  after  every  pain,  violent  palpitation  of  the 
heart,  and  fhe  had  one  fit  of  convulfion. 

Thefe.  complaints  were  quieted  for  a  ftiort  time 
after  her  delivery;  but  on  the  14th  they  returaed, 
together  with  an  acute  and  continual  pain  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  abdomen.  Her  pulfe  was  quick 
but  not  full  or  hard,  her  fkin  hot  and  dry,  her 
countenance  flufhed  and  fhe  was  very  thirfty.  A 
diaphoretic  draught  with  ten  drops  of  Laudanum 
was  given  every  fix  hours,  and  the  part  in  pain  was 
embrocated  with  a  mixture  compofed  of  fapona- 
ceous  Liniment  three  parts  and  of  Laudanam  one 
part. 

In  the  night  of  the  14th  fhe  had  a  flrcng  fhiver- 
ing  fit,  fucccedcd  by  an  increafe  of  the  pain  and 
fever.  The  lochia  were  in  due  quantity,  but  flic 
had  little  milk,  though  after  her  former  labours  it 
had  abounded.  It  was  however  thought  neceflary 
that  file  fhould  attempt  to  fuckle  her  child,  which 
"Ihe  was  defirous  of  doing.  Her  friends  were  alarm- 
ed, and  Dr.  Reynolds  was  dcfircd  to  attend.  By 
the  treatment  and  medicines  which  he  advifed,  the 
fever  was  removed  in  the  courfe  of  fevcn  or  eight 
days  i  when  the  dodlor  having  enjoined  fuch  a  me- 
thod 
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thod  as  fecmed  htH  calculated  for  the  cftablifhtnent 
of  her  health,  took  his  leave  and  afterwards  only 
faw  her  occafionally. 

But  though  the  fever  was  removed,  the  fituation 
of  this  patient  was  truly  deplorable.  The  pain  at 
the  junction  of  the  ojfa  inniminata  with  the  facrum 
and  at  the  Jymphyfis  of  the  puhes  remained.  She  had 
no  command  of  her  inferior  extremities  ;  and  when- 
ever flie  attempted  to  move  or  was  moved  by  her 
afliftants,  the  pain  became  excruciating  and  fhc 
had  a  fenfation  in  thofc  parts  as  if  fhe  was  tearing 
afunder.  Her  ftomach  was  at  all  times  much  dif- 
turbed  ;  but  when  fhe  had  the  pain,  a  vomiting  or 
cpprcflive  naufea  or  hiccup  was  brought  on.  The 
pain  alfo  produced  Arrange  fympathies  in  various 
parts  of  the  body,  fuch  as  a  very  teazing  cough,  a 
conftant  fneezing,  a  fenfe  of  weight  in  her  eye-lids, 
which  fhe  could  not  open  unlefs  fhe  raifed  them 
with  her  fingers,  though  at  the  fame  time  fhe  was 
notfleepy;  noife  in  the  bowels,  which  could  be  heard 
at  a  great  diflance  and  many  other  afFedlions. 
'When  therefore  the  pain  returned,  fhe  had  recourfe 
to  opiates,  which  fhe  took  in  various  forms  and 
.quantities  at  her  own  difcrction,  but  never  without 
xeal  neceflity.  The  pains  being  appeafed,  the  fym- 
pathies were  alfo  foon  quieted  ;  but  while  they  con- 
tinued they  added  very  much  to  the  inconveniences 
ihe  other-wife  fuffered. 

Six  weeks  after  her  delivery,  though  her  flrength 
was  much  reduced,  he  general  health  was  not  bad 
and  there  was  no  alteration  in  the  coinplaints  in  the 
f  tlvh.  She  had  very  little  appetite,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  variety  of  ftomach  medicines  which  /he  had 
taken  ;  even  the  attempts  to  eat  which  fhe  made  ill 
compliance  with  the  follicitations  of  her  friends  ' 
conftantly  increafed  the  naufea,  or  brought  on  a 
vomiting;  her  fympathies  then  returned,  and  fhe 
was  obliged  to  recur  to  the  opiates  for  relief. 

At  the  requcft  of  my  patient,  I  explained*  to  her 
upon  the  fkcleton  the  opinion  entertained  of  her 
f  omplaints  3  and  when  I  pointed  out  to  her  the 
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parts,  and  defcrlbcd  the  manner  in  which  they  were; 
fuppofed  to  be  afFeftcd,  fhe  was  fully  convinced  of 
the  truth  of  the  opinion. 

To  a  patient  who  had  fufficicnt  refolution  to  en- 
quire minutely  into  her  cafe,  and  who  had  a  capa- 
city which  enabled  her  to  form  a  judgment  upon  it, 
it  was  alfo  neccflary  to  explain  the  manner  in  which 
the  re-union  of  the  bones  rnight  be  expected  to  take 
place. 

It  was  firft  to  be  hoped,  that  there  would  be  a 
reftoration  of  the  former  mode  of  union.  With  a 
view  of  forwarding  this  intention,  a  broad  bandage 
made  of  foft  leather  quilted,  was  contrived  with  the 
affiftance  of  Mr.  Wyatt,  Surgepn,  in  E flex  Street, 
who  had  long  attended  this  patient,  and  was  well 
acquainted  with  her  cafe.  This  bandage,  which  is 
apiplied  with  ftr.ips  and  buckles,  holds  her  firmly 
together,  and  fhe"  has  continued  to  wear  it  without 
intermiffion,  and  is  thereby  enabled  to  move  a  little 
and  to  turn  herfelf  from  one  fide  to  another,  which 
flic  cannot  do  without  Its  afTidance. 

The  aftion  of  the  parts  appearing  to  be  feeble  or 
indolent,  different  external  applications  were  ufed 
to  ftrengthen  or  to  ftimulate  them,  but  I  forbear  to 
mention  them,  as  no  advantage  was  obtained  by 
their  ufe.  Blifters  were  applied,  and  elecftricity  vv;:s 
recomrnended,  but  her  dread  of  it  was  fo  great  that 
Ihe  could  not  be  perfuaded  to  try  it. 

After  fome  months,  it  was  thought  expedient  that 
fhe  fhould  be  raifed  from  her  bed  and  make  an  effort 
to  ftand,  lefl  her  complaints  Ihould  be  rendered 
worfe,  by  the  habit  of  refting  fo  long  a  time  in  an 
ina£livc  ftate.  Every  pofition  was  tried  and  every 
contrivance  made,  which  had  a  chance  of  being 
ufeful  ;  even  thofe  which  are  calculated  to  teach 
young  children  to  ftand  or  walk.  Bul  the  power 
of  fupporting  herfelf  ^vas  totally  gone,  the  motion 
of  the  bones  was  j)lainly  peiceivtiJ,  and  the  confe- 
quences  were  fo  painful,  uncomfortable  and  trouble- 
fome,  that  it  was  net  judged  proper  to  repeat  the 


r  "  - 

trials,  but  to  give  more  time  to  confirm  the  con- 
iic^iion  of  the  bones. 

'  Mr.  Watfon,  Surgeon,  in  Rathbone  Place,  was 
fome  time  afterwards  defired  to  vifit  her.  He  re- 
commended various  applications  which  promifed  to 
be  ferviceable,  but  on  trial  they  proved  to  be  in- 
cffe<Elual. 

Nor  did  Mr.  Watfon  think  it  right  that  flic 
ihould  continue  fo  long  a  time  in  one  pofition. 
Another  ferious  attempt  to  move  was  made  on  the 
twenty-firft  day  of  April  1779,  by  raifing  up  her 
ihoulders  and  permitting  her  legs  to  hang  a  little 
downwards.  She  was  not  fcnfible  at  the  time  of 
Uny  grating  or  jarring  in  the  bones,  but  the  pain  of 
the  motion  and  pofition  were  intolerable,  all  the 
old  fympathies  returned,  and  in  a  few  hours  fhe  fell 
into  a  convulfion.  She  was  not  compofed  agaia 
till  fhe  had  taken  fixty  drops  of  Laudanum. 

Within  a  week  after  her  attempt  to  move,  for 
the  firft  time  fmce  her  delivery,  flie  menftruatcd, 
Vhich  fhe  has  continued  to  do  though  not  at  regu- 
lar periods.  From  this  circumfliance  much  advan- 
tage was  expe£led.  But  our  hopes  were  difappointed, 
as  no  alteration  has  been  produced  by  it,  either 
with  regard  to  her  local  complaints  or  her  general 
health. 

It  was  not  thought  proper  that  fhe  fhould  make 
any  further  efforts  to  move,  as  we  now  defpaired  of 
the  re-union -of  the  bones  in  the  original  manner, 
near  eight  months  having  elapfed  fince  her  delivery. 
The  re-union  could  only  be  expected  to  be  produced 
by  the  formation  of  a  callus,  or  by  an  'anchylofis. 
Either  of  thefc  procefTcs  might  require  a  long  time 
for  their  perfection,  and  they  could  only  be  in- 
fluenced in  a  fccondary  way,  by  an  amendment  of 
her  conflitution,  from  which  it  was  hoped  the  parts 
principally  zffc&ed  would  be  reftored  to  due  power 
and  energy.  ■ 

Her  appetite  continuing  very  bad  and  her 
l^rength  of  courfe  much  reduced,  fhe  had  many 
pervous  fymptoms  and  appearances  depending  upon 
' extreme 
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extreme  debility.  In  May  1779,  flie  was  carried  to 
Kenfington,  but  no  good  end  being  anfwercd  by 
this  removal,  it  was  thought  neccfTarv  that  fiie 
ihould  go  to  Ramfgate  for  the  benefit  of  the  air 
arid  bathing  in  the  lea.  She  went  upon  licr  bed  in 
a  boat,  and  in  the  pafl'age  which  was  exceflivejy 
fatiguing,  fhe  fufFercd  much  from  fea  ficlcnefs.  On 
her  arrival  at  Ramfgate  though  fhe  could  not  bathe, 
her  appetite  became  better,  but  foon  after  being  fciz- 
ed  with  a  low  nervous  fever,  attended  with  »  pro- 
fufc  fpontaneous  falivation,  flie  was  in  a  (hort  time 
reduced  to  the  utmoft  degree  of  weaknefs. 

She  furvivcd  this  very  fcvere  attack,  and  towards 
the  latter  end  of  Auguft  her  appetite  was  again  im- 
proved, flic  recovered  her  fpirits  and  her  ftrength 
was  greater  than  it  had  been  for  many  months. 
But  the  local  complaints  and  the  inability  to  move 
without  help,  remained  in  the  fame  ftatc.  A  long- 
ing defire  to  fee  her  friends,  induced  her  to  leavtf 
Ramfgate  about  the  middle  of  September,  when  (he 
returned  to  Kenfington  and  then  to  her  houfe  in 
town.  Here  flie  refidcd  during  the  winter,  which 
fhe  pafled  without  any  particular  complaint;  but 
in  May  1780,  when  fhe  went  to  Margate,  fhe  was 
as  unable  to  move  or  fupport  heifelf,  as  at  any 
time  fince  her  delivery. 

She  has  kept  a  regular  journal  of  her  health, 
from  which  the  foregoing  account  is  partly  taken. 
Extraordinary,  painful  and  in  all  its  circumllanccs 
hard  to  bear  as  her  cafe  may  feem,  I  believe  that 
fimilar  inftances  occur  more  frequently  than  does 
the  example  of  fortitude  and  virtuous  rcfignation, 
which  this  excellent  and  much  eRecmed  perfon  has 
exhibited  throughout  the  whole  courfe  of  her  fuf-. 
fcrifius  and  CQnfinement, 
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THOS  E  women  who  have  loft  a  great  quantity  of 
blood  at  the  time  of  their  delivery,  are  apt  to  be- 
come dropfical  from  mere  weaknefs;  but  a  dropfy 
may  alfo  be  produced  at  that  time,  by  a  caufe  of 
which  I  believe  no  notice  has  hitherto  been  taken. 

In  the  *  inflammation  of  the  cavity  of  the  ahdo- 
metiy  which  fcjmetimes  fucceeds  childbirth,  the 
fecretion  of  a  greater  quantity  of  ferous  fluid  mixed 
with  coagulablc  lymph,  is  one  of  the  moft  frequent 
confe<juences.  In  the  examination  of  thofe  who 
have  died  With  this  inflammation,  fuch  has  con- 
flantly  been  found  in  the  cavity,  in  various  quan- 
tities. If  the  patients  furvive  this  inflammation, 
there  is  reafon  to  think  that  the  fluid  is  abforbed 
isito  the  conftitution,  and  perhaps  the  prefent  method 
of  treating  this  difeafe  may  contribute  very  much 
to  promote  the  abforption. 

But  if  the  inflammation  fhould  be  fubdued,  and 
the  abforbing  fyftem  fhould  not  be  reftored  to  its 
wonted  vigour,  then  the  fluid  fecreted  and  dcpofitcd 
in  the  cavity,  at  the  time  when  the  inflammatioa 
exifted,  will  remain,  and  there  will  be  an  increafc 
of  it,  as  the  fccxetion  continues,  while  the  power 
of  abforption  is  not  exerted.  Thus  a  fpecics  of 
■dropfy  is  conftitutcd,  which  has  its  foundation  in 
inflammation,  enlarging  in  the  firft  place,  the  quan- 
tity of  fluid  fecreted,  and  then  deftroying  or  im- 
pairing the  power  of  abforption. 

Having  met  with  four  inftanccs  of  this  difeafe,  I 
think  It  ncceflary  to  rrention  them,  that  by  the  at- 
tention of  gentlemen  engaged  in  pradlice  it  may  be 
difcovcred,  whether  any  peculiar  method  of  treat- 
ment may  be  required  for  a  dropfy  arifmg  from  this 
caufe. 


•  The  dodtrine  of  the  inflammation  of  cavities  was  firfl 
taught  and  explained  by  Mr.  John  Hunter,  in  his  Ledurcs 
on  the  Principles  of  Surgery.  This  fpccies  of  dropfy  is  an 
ezempliiication  of  a  part  of  his  doctrine  in  the  inflammation 
of  the  cavity  of  the  aixtimetti 

In 
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In  the  year  I772>  I  was  attending  a  woman  at 
tHe  Middlefex  Hofpital,  who  had  the  puerperal 
fever;  and  having  occafion  to  apply  my  hand  upon 
the  abdomen^  I  difcovercd  a  fludtuation  in  the  cavity. 
The  fever  was  fo  much  abated  as  to  remove  all  ap- 
prehenfions  of  danger  on  that  account,  but  the 
fwelline  of  the  ahdomen  increafcd.  At  a  confultation 
of  the  gentlemen  of  the  faculty,  it  wa^  thought 
proper  that  this  patient  fhould  be  tapped.  On  the 
twenty-fecoad  day  after  her  delivery  the  operation 
was  performed,  and  fourteen  quarts  of  a  brownifli 
fluid,  mixed  with  fmall  flakes  of  coagulated  lymph 
were  taken  away.  The  patient  bore  the  operation 
very  well,  but  £hc  died  on  the  fifth  day  after  it  was 
performed.  ^ 

In  the  fame  year  another  patient  in  the  hofpital 
had  the  puerperal  fever,  which  yielded  to  the  com- 
rnon  method  of  treatment.  On  the  abatement  of 
the  fever,  the  abdomen  was  obfcrved  to  be  much  tu- 
mefied and  a  fludtuation  was  readily  perceived. 
The  turhefaftion  of  the  abdomen  increafed,  and  a 
-confultation  was  held  upon  the  cafe,  but  it  was  not 
thought  proper  that  flie  fhould  be  tapped.  She 
died  on  the  twenty-eighth  day  after  her  delivery. 
On  the  examination  of  the  body,  a  large  quantity 
of  brown  fcrum,  intermixed  with'  large  flakes  of 
coagulated  lymph  was  found  in  the  cavity  of  the 
abdomen^  and  the  general  appearances  were  precifcly 
the  fame  as  are  obferved  in  thofe  who  die  with  an 
inflammation  of  that  cavity,  except  in  the  quantity 
of  extravafated  fcrum. 

In  the  year  1776,  a  patient  was  admitted  into  the 
hofpital,  who  after  her  delivery  had  the  puerperal 
fever,  which  yielded  to  the  ufual  method  of  treat- 
ment. It  was  not  difcovercd  till  many  days  after 
flie  had  walked  about  the  ward,  that  the  abdomen 
was  tumefied.  A  flufluation  was  eafily  perceived, 
and  the  fwclling  increafing  {he  foon  arrived  to  a. 
very  large  fize.  7'he  medicines  prefcribed  failing 
to  relieve  her,  it  vi'as  propoftd  that  flic  fhould  be 
tapped,  but  (he  would  not  confcnt  to  the  operation, 

and 
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and  infifted  upon  quitting  the  Hofpital.  I  attended 
her  fome  time  at  her  own  houfe  with  Mr.  Martineau, 
a  Surgeon  of  eminence  at  Norwich,  who  then  re- 
lidcd  with  me.  She  afterwards  confented  to  the 
operation  but  fhe  was  in  fo  debilitated  a  ftate  that 
we  durft  not  perform  it.  In  the  ninth  week  after 
her  delivery,  the  abdomen  burft  at  the  navel,  and  ail 
immenfe  quantity  of  brown  ferum  mixed  with  flakes 
of  coagulated  lymph,  flowed  through  the  opening 
for  feveral  days,  till  the  abdomen  was  reduced  to  its 
common  fize.  There  was  alfo  an  extenfive,  but  not 
a  deep  gangrene  on  her  hip,  occafioned  by  lying 
on  one  fide.  By  the  help  of  bark  and  cordials  fhe 
ftruggled  through  both  the  complaints,  and  at  the 
end  of  two  months  was  in  perfe£l  health; 

In  the  year  1779)  I  was  defired  by  a  lady  to  vifit 
a  poor  woman  who  had  formerly  been  het  fervant. 
She  had  lain  in  about  feven  weeks  and  had  the 
puerperal  fever,  after  which  her  abdomen  became 
very  much  tumefied.  Two  days  before  I  faw 
her  the  havel  had  burft  and  difcharged  a  very 
large  quantity  of  ferum,  mijted  with  fmall  flakes  of 
toagulated  lymph,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  on  a  flight 
infpeftion,  to  appear  like  purulent  mattter.  The 
difchargc  continued  for  feveral  weeks,  till  the  abdo~ 
hen  was  perfeftly  fubfidedi  She  took  no  medicine 
but  a  pill,  which  anfwercd  thepurpofeof  procuring 
fJooIs  daily.  She  recovered  without  any  untoward 
fymptom  and  is  at  this  time  in  perfedl  health. 

It  itiay  beneceflTary  to  obferve,  that  there  was  no 
reafon  to  fufpedl  a  difpofition  to  a  drnpfy  in  any  of 
thcfe  patients  during  pregnancy,  and  that  no  cir 
tumftance  occured  at  the  time  of  labour  which  could 
be  afligned  is  a  caufe  for  the  difeafe. 


THOMAS  DENMAN. 

jifguj}  ly?,  1780. 


